Technology is big focus for Scarsdale filmmaker Patrick Schechter 


By DEBRA BANERfEE 

For Patrick Schechter, 2 1 , bom in the Inter- 
net age, the world of the web is fertile territory 
and natural ground for his filmmaker's lens. 

_A recent summa cum laude graduate of 
Binghamton University with a B.A. in cinema 
and psychology, Schechter has already found 
himself on the film festival circuit with his 
short film titled "Candice is Currently Online." 
The film, which melds Schechter 's interests, 
screened July 14 at Videology in WilHams- 
burg, Brooklyn, as part of a local filmmaker's 
showcase, and on July 18 at the Brainwash 
Movie Festival in Oakland, Calif. 

Schechter said his films "touch on topics not 
really talked about as much as they should be 
~ drug abuse, anorexia, loneliness, with a big 
focus on technology." 

The log line, or summary for the 13-minute 
"Candice is Cuirently Online," is: "The world 
that exists on the Internet remains a lawless so- 
ciety, and anonymity facilitates the exchange 
of ideas, no matter how deranged, Agorapho- 
bic Kyle lives through his tower PC, but with- 
out the taboos and restrictions of the physical 
world, the power of a malignant hivemind 
proves all too real," 

"The film is my attempt to tackle con- 
troversial issues on important topics on the 
web," Schechter told the Inquirer. "I weighed 
the pros and cons of two conllicting issues." 
Schechter said that surveillance and anonym- 
ity on the web have been important since the 
Internet was conceived. 

Schechter tackles the subject "through lens 
of an agoraphobic character Kyle. Through his 
virtual interactions online, we see the reper- 
cussions of his actions," Schechter said. 

With Facebook and other social media sites 
creating a false sense of intimacy with fel- 
low "friends," the filmmaker said, "the line 
between what's virtual and what's real is sort 
of disappearing. People have relationships 
without ever meeting. Candice is a person that 
Kyle met online." 



Patrick Schechter 

Schechter, a 2010 Scarsdale High School 
grad who attended Edgewood Elementary 
School and was in Butler House at Scarsdale 
Middle School, is the son of Alan and Gen- 
evieve Schechter. When he was 8 years old 
his father gave him a VHS camcorder and his 
interest blossomed from there while "making 
silly short films with friends," he said. Marga- 
ret O'Fan-ell at Edgewood School was influen- 
tial on his development, he said. 

At Scarsdale High School his behind-the- 
camera skills continued m the Audio Visual 
Club with David Berry, where he did tapings 
of events and meetings. 

For his senior options project in high school, 
Schechter co-directed with friend Matt Fer- 
nandez a 10-minute claymation film about 
20th century American history through key 
events and pop culture. 

He is currently working on a claymation 
film called "Magic Mark" about suburban 
friends looking for their friend Mark who's 
gone missing in a fantasy world. Some of the 
sequences are set in Scarsdale, he said. 

While at Binghamton, one of his most ex- 
citing projects, he said, was a historical docu- 
mentary "Railways and Radio Waves," on the 
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This still from "Candice is Currently Online" is from a dream sequence scene where the 
character Kyle (played by Ian Penzel) is imagining what it would be like to meet Candice 
(anonymous) in real life. The scene was shot at Nathaniel Cole Park in Binghamton 


Marconi tower in Binghamton. The 20-min- 
ute film, for wliich Schechter received fund- 
ing from the Summer Scholars and Artists 
Research Program at Binghamton, is about 
Guglielmo Marconi's wireless transmission 
tests in Binghamton. The film can be seen on 
YouTube. 

"I interviewed a lot of historians and tech- 
nology experts, pored through reels of micro- 
film," Schechter said. 

The film screened at the Center for Innova- 
tion and Technology at Binghamton and at the 
Susquehanna Valley Railway Historical Soci- 
ety, 

Schechter described the film program at 
Binghamton as "definitely very avant garde, 
very out there... The focus is on the creative 
process and observing the worid and in a sense 
that's more important than the technical side. 
Binghamton taught me to look at the world, to 
jot down ideas. It allowed me to have a pro- 


cess to combine ideas and make something 
that feels magical." 

Entering indie -film festivals "is not a hard 
process" through withoutabox.com, a site 
owned by Imdb, Schechter said. The "cool- 
est part" of "being at the Videology festival in 
Brooklyn was "seeing some other awesome 
films and seeing reactions of people really into 
the same things I am." 

Whether Los Angeles comes calling, or he 
decides to stay in New York, he is dedicated 
to filmmaking. And while to date, he has tack- 
led mostly what he calls serious subjects, he 
would like to do comedies as well. "The two 
don't have to be mutually exclusive," he said. 
His two favorite directors are Stanley Kubrick 
and Harmony Korine. 

Schechter enjoys the whole process of film- 
making, "but my biggest passions," he said, 
"are in cinematography and editing — it's 
where I shine the most." 
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